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of particular value since it renders possible the exploitation
of the iron and phosphate deposits which are now mined
near the latter town.

In the Chuvash Autonomous Republic, notorious in the
past for its lack of communications, a modern network of
motor highways has been constructed. Yoshkar-Ola, in the
centre of the Marii A.S.S.R., is served by a branch line from
the main Moscow-Kazan-Siberia trunk line.

Population
About one-half of the entire population of the northern
forest region is concentrated in less than a quarter of its area,
on the south bank of the Kama and Volga, where climatic
and soil conditions are more favourable-for agriculture, and
where industry and commerce may be carried on close to
the Volga waterway. In the north-east, in the basin of the
upper Vetluga, the country still remains thinly peopled, and
covered by virgin forest.
Of the population, 85 per cent, is Russian, 10 per cent.
Chuvash, and 5 per cent. Marii. Cheboxari, on the Volga, is
the administrative centre of Chuvash A.S.S.R., a region noted
in Tsarist Russia as having the greatest number of beggars
and the largest number of people suffering from trachoma.
Conditions have changed rapidly in the last twenty years,
however. Not only has the area of arable land and the
number of cattle increased greatly, but such industrial under-
takings as the Shumerlinsk wood-working plant, the Kanashk
wagon-repair works, and the exploitation of phosphate and
shale deposits have resulted in a marked increase in the urban
population. The Marii Autonomous Republic has undergone
a similar transformation. The table given at p. 445 shows the
position reached by 1939 in the various administrative divi-
sions of the northern forest region of the Povolzhye.
These statistics demonstrate clearly that the population of
the upper Volga is still predominantly rural and that the
most important concentration of urban population is found
in the newlv developed industrial area of the Gorki region.